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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

• All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  m ark the last  

candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the first .  

• Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be rewarded for  what  

they have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according to their 

percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

• All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should 

always award full m arks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award 

zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the m ark 

schem e. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark schem e to a 

candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

• Crossed-out  work should be m arked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev e l  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a 

‘best - fit ’ approach, deciding which level m ost  closely describes the qualit y of the answer. 

Answers can display characterist ics from  m ore than one level, and where this happens 

m arkers m ust  use their professional j udgem ent  to decide which level is m ost  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After  a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the m ark within the level. 

The inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a 

level has specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  

guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of m arks available in a level and not  

rest r ict  m arks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or the upper-

m iddle m ark if there is an even num ber of m arks)  and then m ove the m ark up or down to 

find the best  m ark. To do this, they should take into account  how far the answer m eets the 

requirem ents of the level:   

• I f it  m eets the requirem ents fully ,  m arkers should be prepared to award full m arks 

within the level. The top m ark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as 

can realist ically be expected within that  level 

• I f it  only barely  m eets t he requirem ents of the level, m arkers should consider 

awarding m arks at  the bot tom  of the level. The bot tom  m ark in the level is used for 

answers that  are the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

• The m iddle m arks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable m atch to 

the descriptor . This m ight  represent  a balance between som e characterist ics of the 

level that  are fully m et  and others that  are only barely m et .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  1  

 

Tar g et s:  AO1  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 

studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 

cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilarit y, difference and significance. 

 

 AO3  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate, in relat ion to the historical context , 

different  ways in which aspects of the past  have been interpreted.  

 

Lev el  Mar k  Descr ip t o r  

 0  No rewardable m aterial. 

1  1 - 6  • Sim ple or generalised statem ents are m ade about  the view 

presented in the quest ion. 

• Som e accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  

lacks range and depth and does not  direct ly address the 

issue in the quest ion. 

• Judgem ent  on the view is assert ive, with lit t le support ing 

evidence. 

2  7 - 1 2  • Som e understanding of the issue raised by the quest ion is 

shown and analysis is at tem pted by describing som e points 

that  are relevant . 

• Most ly accurate knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range or 

depth and only has im plicit  links to issues relevant  to the 

quest ion. 

• A judgem ent  on the view is given, but  with lim ited support  

and the criteria for j udgem ent  are left  im plicit .  

3  1 3 - 1 8  • Understanding and som e analysis of the issue raised by the 

quest ion is shown by select ing and explaining som e key 

points of view that  are relevant . 

• Knowledge is included to dem onst rate som e understanding 

of the issues raised by the quest ion, but  m aterial lacks 

range or depth 

• At tem pts are m ade to establish criteria for j udgem ent  on 

the view and to relate the overall judgem ent  to them , 

although with weak substant iat ion. 

4  1 9 - 2 5  • Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by 

analysing and explaining the issues of interpretat ion raised 

by the claim . 

• Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate 

understanding of the issues raised by the quest ion and to 

m eet  m ost  of it s dem ands. 

• Valid criteria by which the view can be judged are 

established and applied in the process of com ing to a 

judgem ent . Although som e of the evaluat ions m ay only be 

part ly substant iated, the overall j udgem ent  is supported.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the im pact  of the 

Enlightenm ent  was the m ain reason why the ancien régim e faced challenges in 

the years before 1789. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Writers of the Enlightenm ent , such as Voltaire and Rousseau, were 

quest ioning old t radit ions and this created a clim ate of debate, crit icism  

and challenge  

• The influence of the Am erican War of I ndependence and the writ ings of 

Tom  Paine, part icularly The Rights of Man  

• The Enlightenm ent  st ressed reason over t radit ion, this was reflected in 

literature and art  and was used to challenge the concept  of the Divine 

Right  of Kings 

• Resentm ent  of the power of the Church was encouraged by the writ ing of 

Voltaire.  

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The financial cr isis, caused by war, m eant  that  governm ent  spending was 

not  sustainable and this was the basis of challenging the legit im acy of the 

ancien régim e 

• Governm ent  was weakened by it s difficulty in raising loans  

• There was increased resentm ent  of the taxat ion system   

• Trade depression and bad harvests of 1770s and 1780s created further 

challenge to a governm ent  system  that  was seen as increasingly corrupt , 

inefficient  and out  of t ouch 

• The unpopularit y of the court  and part icularly the Queen.  

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a j udgem ent  about  whether the sans-culot tes 

were the m ain driving force of the revolut ion in the years 1789-92.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The sans-culot tes believed in equal r ights, and that  the r ich should be 

taxed, and these were ideas cent ral to the revolut ion  

• The sans-culot tes hated the aristocrats and believed that  food should be 

dist ributed to those in need  

• I n 1789 the sans-culot tes provided the m uscle power behind the Estates 

General, e.g. the capture of the Bast ille and bringing the court  t o Paris  

• I n August  1792 the sans-culot tes further drove the revolut ion, e.g. they 

surrounded the Legislat ive Assem bly and coerced it  into suspending the 

m onarch.  

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• I n 1789 the revolut ion was driven by liberal aristocrats and the m iddle 

class, and they int roduced significant  reform s in 1789-91 

• I t  was nobles like Mirabeau and Lafayet te who wanted m ore significant  

change, and only wanted the sans-culot tes help to defeat  the royalist  

forces 

• The Legislat ive Assem bly and the Convent ion, rather than the sans-

culot tes drove the revolut ion, e.g. by adopt ing a new calendar and 

replacing Christ ian sym bols 

• The act ions of the King, e.g. the flight  to Varennes radicalised the 

revolut ion  

• The Jacobins becam e the m ost  radical group within the Convent ion and 

the contest  between them selves and the Girondins drove the revolut ion. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether Robespierre was 

responsible for  ‘The Terror’ in the years 1793-94. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Robespierre saw t reason everywhere and this coloured his opinion and 

inform ed his j udgem ent  and ‘The Terror’ becam e a personal policy  

• Robespierre played a m ajor role in the fall of the Girondins as counter-

revolut ionaries and had m any im prisoned and executed  

• Robespierre joined the Com m it tee of Public Safety which increasingly 

directed ‘The Terror’  

• The fall of Robespierre coincided with the ending of ‘The Terror’.  

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• French m ilitary defeats in the spring of 1793 caused a sense of dist rust  

and cont r ibuted to the need for ‘The Terror’ 

• Counter- revolut ionary plots also caused a sense of m ist rust  and this led to 

‘The Terror’  

• The Convent ion passed laws such as the Law of Prair ial and the Law of 

Suspects  

• The role of other m em bers of the Com m it tee of Public Safety and the 

Com m it tee of General Security.  

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion Indicat ive content  

4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m ater ial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the role of Napoleon 

Bonaparte was the m ain reason why the coup de Brum aire took place in 1799.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:   

• Military success, e.g. the I talian Cam paign, led people to see Napoleon as 

the ‘son of the revolut ion’ and as a nat ional hero and leader  

• Napoleon’s t r ium phal progress through France on his return from  Egypt  

suggested to m any that  he wanted to be the leader                                    

• Napoleon’s subsequent  speeches suggest  that  he wanted his own personal 

success from  a coup  

• As the coup progressed slowly, Napoleon’s im pat ience for act ion led him  

to take cont rol of the situat ion. 

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The role of Sieyès in want ing and init iat ing the coup  

• The 1799 Const itut ion gave effect ive power to the First  Consul  

• The role of the Five Hundred and their object ions to changes in the 

Const itut ion, led to Napoleon’s frust rat ion  

• The Directory’s failures m eant  that  France was at  an econom ic and social 

turning point , with the royalist  r ising in the west  causing the potent ial for 

civil war  

• Arm ies of the Second Coalit ion (GB, Russia, Aust r ia, and Ot tom an Em pire)  

threatened invasion and this hastened the need for  a change of 

governm ent .  

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  
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